
Up to March 27 the cases admitted into the Smallpox Hos-
pital since June last from the City of Gloucester, and their
results so far as the cases have yet terminated, are as follows :

Persons attacked, 365 ; not vaccinated, 207 ; vaccinated only
in infancy (chiefly adults), 158 ; revaccinated (fourteen years
ago), 1. Deaths, 81 ; not vaccinated, 70 ; vaccinated only in
infancy (chiefly adults), 11. Proportion of deaths 23 per cent.,
or one in five ; not vaccinated, 33.8 per cent., or one in three ;
vaccinated only in infancy (chiefly adults), 7 per cent., or one

in fourteen. Of the seventy unvaccinated deaths all but
three were children under 10 years of age. Two of these three
were 11 and 14 respectively, and the third was 21 years of age.

It is clear, therefore, that smallpox is a terribly fatal disease
to young and unprotected children. In fact, it is a veritable
slaughter of the innocents. Not a single death has yet
occurred in a vaccinated person under 21 years of age, and
death in the case of most of those who did die was attributa¬
ble, in part at least, to the influence of other causes. It is,
therefore, equally clear that vaccination gives a degree of
protection against death from smallpox for the earlier years
of life which is, for all practical purposes, nearly certain, even

when it does not altogether protect against an attack of the
disease.

The great majority of the unvaccinated children who recov¬

ered had the disease very severely and will be badly dis¬
figured through life. Some of them will be blind. The great
majority of 158 persons who are recorded as "vaccinated"
were adults who had been vaccinated in infancy only. Many
of them had very poor marks and were therefore badly pro¬
tected from the first ; and in the remainder the influence of
their first vaccination had more or less faded through time,
and yet most of these imperfectly protected persons had the
disease so lightly that they will not be disfigured at all by it.

The ages of these 158 vaccinated persons were as follows :

Under 10 years, 2 ; under 20, 42 ; under 30, 50 ; under 40, 35 ;
40 and over, 29. The ages of the unvaccinated were as fol¬
lows : Under 10 years, 179 ; under 20, 14 ; under 30, 9 ; under
40, 1 ; 40 and over, 4. This confirms what doctors and all
persons of experience assert, that proper vaccination, while
giving almost certain protection during the first ten years of
life, loses its effect gradually, though it gives some amount
of protection throughout life, just as an attack of smallpox
itself does. Only one case of a person who is said to have
been revaccinated before exposure to the risk of infection is
known to have been admitted into the hospital, and she was
vaccinated fourteen years ago. Of all the medical men, trained
nurses and all attendants who have, after being revaccinated,
been brought into frequent and close contact with the disease
in the city since the commencement of the outbreak, not one

has taken the infection.
Instances of unvaccinated persons who have caught the dis¬

ease, and of vaccinated persons who have escaped, in the same

family, are very numerous. Among the above 365 cases there
are a large number still in the hospital, many of whom are

very ill, and among whom deaths must be expected, which will
make the case in favor of vaccination still stronger than it is
from the above numbers. There are also a large number of
cases, both in the city and suburbs, for which there was no

room in the hospital. The record of many of these cases has
yet to be taken, but from what is already known of them, they
will still further confirm the evidence in favor of vaccination
which is afforded by the hospital cases.

The following is a portion of an article in the
London Times, showing the active interest taken by
the great national Local Government Board to secure

a reestablishment of vaccinal protection in that com¬

munity, and for thirty miles about;

The Board of Guardians of Gloucester is getting frightened
at the disaster their fault has brought about. They issued
notices to the public, for the first time in some ten or more

years, urging the people to be vaccinated and revaccinated ;
and, getting still more alarmed, about a week since they actu¬
ally decided to attempt to undo the mischief of past years, and
passed a resolution deciding to enforce the compulsory clauses
of the vaccination acts. It is officially stated that the Local
Government Board, in view of the altered attitude of the
guardians, has sent a medical inspector to Gloucester to aid,
so far as is now practicable, in organizing a system of public
vaccination, and it is strongly held in official minds that in
vaccination and revaccination lies the only hope for the escape
of the city from further spread of the disease. Dr. Parsons,
one of the assistant medical officers of the Local Government
Board, is the officer selected for this arduous and humane and
also dangerous duty, and he is already at Gloucester assisting
the local authorities in every way in his power. The Local
Government Board has also issued notices to the guardians of
unions within a radius of thirty miles of Gloucester, calling
attention to the action they should take in preventing the
danger of the importation of the disease from the infected
city. The very leader of the antivaccination heresy has climbed
down and has "submitted to the operation against his con¬

victions but for the public good," probably thus saving his
own skin after having been the means of putting hundreds of
lives in jeopardy.

It may be stated that the Town Council from the first did
their utmost by isolating the sick in hospital, by disinfecting
houses, burning clothes and bedding, and placing relatives of
sick in practical quarantine, to stay the outbreak. Finding
the outbreak gaining, they built extra hospitals, and have now

hospitals for 120 patients, but the disease continued to spread
with such virulence that it was quite beyond their power to
cope with it.

ECONOMY IN LIFE INSURANCE AT THE EXPENSE
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

The Pacific Medical Journal enters its protest
against the reduction of the fees of medical examin-
ers, if retrenchment is not also carried out in other
directions. It says, with great truth, that many of
the life insurance companies are feeling the effects
of hard times. They find it necessary to economize,
and have concluded to reduce the medical examiner's
fee. There is not a board of directors of any life
insurance company in the land that believes the
medical examiner is overpaid or even sufficiently paid.
Nor is there a board that believes that it would be
economy to employ an irresponsible examiner.

The directors do know, however, that medical men will sub-
mit to almost any form of imposition from corporations\p=m-\that
if the older examiners will not submit to a reduction, there
will be no difficulty in getting good men to take their places.
The medical profession should stand together in this matter.
For a company that pays its president $100,000 a year, to
reduce the medical examiner's fee in order to economize, is
simply an insult and indignity to the medical profession.
Physicians can live without the assistance of life insurance

companies, but life insurance companies can not do business
without the services of the medical examiner. It is clearly
the fault of the profession and not of the companies if a reduc¬
tion in examiner's fees is tolerated. A united profession and
the fees will stand ; divided and the fees will fall. Examiners
should bring this matter before every medical society in the
whole country, obtain the support of the whole profession, and
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the companies will be compelled to economize where economy
will be in the interest of the insured. Perhaps the companies
could do with less extravagant and costly buildings, for
instance.

THE "RABID ANTISEPTICIST" AND INFECTED
BOOKS AND BANK-NOTES.

Here is a new word for the makers of dictionaries,
the " antisepticist " (meaning probably the antiseptic
crank), for which the editor of the Press and Circu-
lar appears to be responsible. The new term finds its
origin in the following annotation on infected books.
papers and bank-bills:

The Paris Academy of Medicine has been engaged
upon the discussion of a communication by M. Du
Cazal, in which he records his experiments respecting
the danger of infection from books. It goes without
saying that he found abundant microbes on the pages
of books, especially those lent out from libraries, and
that he found it impossible to effectually disinfect
them. The sequence, we assume, is that no one should
read a book unless it is uncut and fresh from the press,
and that, even in that case, the reader will have to run

the gauntlet of a lesser army of microbes. The question
suggests itself, where is this microbe craze to stop?
Or at what point does it become ridiculous? Is there
any article touched from morning to night in our daily
life which is not open to the same objection in a

greater or lesser degree than the circulating library
book? The most rabid "antisepticist" accepts with
satisfaction a bank-note reeking and saturated with
germs, and carries it about with him into every sick
chamber into which he enters. Where is the consis¬
tency ?

THE JOURNAL SPECIAL AND THE "QUEEN AND
CRESCENT."

" But man, proud man.
Drest in a little brief authority,
Most ignorant of what he's most assured.
His glassy essence, like an angry ape,
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make the angels weep."

We have received a letter from a valued member, at
the request of the railroad, deprecating the exposure
of the methods of Superintendent Stevens in deal-
ing with the members of the Journal party at Cin-
cinnati in a recent issue, and offering as an excuse
that there was an agreement to deliver to the Queen
and Crescent some six sleeping-car loads of people
from the " Big Four "

on the Journal Special train.
We were not responsible for opposition parties, and
there was no such agreement, the Journal simply
urged as many as possible to go that way, and urged
those who wished to join the Special elsewhere than
at Chicago to join at Cincinnati and Indianapolis.
There were therefore a sufficient number with those
in waiting at Cincinnati, to make up a greater number
than we had anticipated. We had made no definite
promise. Now the facts are as stated in a previous
issue, that Mr. Stevens compelled us to await the

arrival of the thirty-three persons who were with Drs.
Moyer and Whitmore of Mr. G. S. Davis' Medicine
party. That party was about four hours late, and the
only possible reason why we were kept waiting was

to save the expense of a special engine to haul them to
Chattanooga; they were not going to Atlanta on our

train, but were on an entirely different excursion route,
intending to remain the next day at Chattanooga, and
whatever may be said in extenuation, Mr. Stevens held
us supperless in Cincinnati, and the time lost then
made us late into Chattanooga, where our first stop
was made for breakfast at 10:30 a.m., that is to say,
from dinner at 3 p.M Sunday until 10:30 a.m. Mon¬
day. All these things were explained to the great
potentate, but he refused all requests and laughed in
our faces, although nearly every male passenger made
a personal appeal to him. That his phenomenal bru¬
tality should hurt the Queen and Crescent railroad is
apparent, and if they are sorry for it they have a plain
remedy, that is to repudiate Mr. Stevens and all his
works, at the earliest possible date. It is possible that
even the Queen and Crescent railroad may discover that
it is not good railroad management to treat a hundred
physicians and their families as a train load of immi¬
grants. We are sincerely sorry for an otherwise excel¬
lent railroad and a passenger department, handicapped
by such injudicious, indiscriminating, and inhumane
officers. " We own this road-" said Mr. Stevens,
" this is our train, and we shall hold you until the
Monon people arrive." That is the sum of Mr.
Stevens' " concession," and so far as we are aware,
nothing else was at any time contemplated by that
mighty man, although our people had no more to do
with the party in question than with any other
party of excursionists in any other part of the
Globe, except to wish them a safe and independ¬
ent journey. If it hurt the Queen and Cresent peo¬
ple to have this Journal tell the truth about their
superintendent, we are sorry, but we must insist that
a special train load of physicians traveling on any rail¬
road shall be treated with the consideration and respect
due their education, services and standing in the com¬

munity, and not like a drove of cattle or a lot of immi¬
grants traveling at immigrant rates. When this lesson
shall have been thoroughly learned by certain railroad
" magnates," the episode of Mr. Stevens will have
had a useful outcome.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME ON BEHALF OF THE
LOCAL MEDICAL PROFESSION.

BY FRANK M. RIDLEY, M.D., OF LA GRANGE, GA.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the American Medical
Association :\p=m-\Iwould confess that I am profoundly sensible
of the distinction conferred upon me by my professional breth-
ren which places me here. Aside from an apprehension of my
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